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	Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on
Monday 13th March 2023 at 7.30pm. The meeting was held in the Venue, Liverpool Road, Much Hoole.
These minutes have been produced by Cllr R Lea on behalf of the Clerk, R Weaver


Present; Cllrs N. Woodcock (Chairman),  E. Houghton, K. Hayes, R Lea,  A. Taylor, T Hewitt  P.Cocker, T Brown.          Clerk R. Weaver in attendance
1.
Apologies for Absence

             None
2.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations


Cllr Houghton, Cllr Brown and Cllr Taylor (non-pecuniary) re Village Hall.
3.
Minutes of the last meeting 
It was resolved to sign the Minutes of the meeting of 13th February 2023 as an accurate record.
4.
Adjournment for Public Participation

There were no members of the public present. 
5.
Reports from / invitations to other meetings
There were no reports from other meetings.  

6.
Cycle Track

Cycle track inspections are continuing and there are no maintenance, repair, or usage issues.
7.
Finance

It was resolved to:
a) Pay the Clerk in the sum of £264.25 (net pay for February 2023)

b) Pay the Clerk £40.50 for mileage (Feb & March 2023)0 

c) Pay HMRC in sum of £66.00 (PAYE December pay)

d) Pay Paul Cocker in the sum of £27.47 reimbursement for footpath repair materials
e) Pay Alan Taylor in the sum of £96.09 reimbursement for footpath repair materials

The monthly payments to Easy Websites (£28.00 + £5.60 reclaimable VAT) and to Unity Trust Bank (£18.00) were noted.

8.
Community Projects


Planting - It was agreed we need to organise summer planting by the lengthsman.

It was agreed to remove the tractor tyres on the A59/Liverpool Old Road Junction and replace them with 2 x stone trough planters matching those already in place at the roundabout, at a cost of £480.00 plus reclaimable VAT (£96.00) and £50 delivery. 
Road safety.  The best posters by Little Hoole Junior School pupils were selected by the Council members and it was agreed to donate £250 to the school for Road Safety projects.

It was agreed that we should plant a potted or bare root Christmas Tree of at least 6ft height in the Recreation ground.  One to be sourced.
9.
Forthcoming Clerk vacancy

It was agreed that the interview panel would be made up of N Woodcock,. K Hayes and P Cocker.  Interviews will be arranged once all applications have been received.

The circulated draft contract, job description, person specification and pay scales (LC1 between 7 – 12 and 13-17 according to qualifications and experience) were all agreed.
10.
Date of May meeting.  Next meetings agreed to be 17th April and 15th May.
11.
Village Hall update


A written report on the progress of the village hall was read to the Council.  In summary, its finances are healthy, it is being well used with local community groups, locals’ lunches, bookings for parties and events.   Planning permission for a MUGA has been submitted.


A proposal was agreed to install a bench in a suitable position at the Village Hall as a thank you for the excellent services provided by our Clerk R. Weaver who will be stepping down shortly.  It was agreed that a suitable bench is to be sourced to a maximum of £500. 
12.
Planning

Four planning applications were considered and noted although the third one is in Little Hoole.  There was some concern about the fourth application (07/2022/00797/FUL) being for two new dwellings in Town Lane and the clerk was asked to write to SRBC Planning expressing concern about this application in respect of it worsening flooding and congestion on a single track road and the lack of an adequate pavement.  
13.
SRBC Housing policy


This was discussed..  Query Housing Associations on their housing policy.  Quote what planning permission says about priority placements.

14.
Coronation celebrations
The issue of subsidies for Coronation events was deferred to the next meeting when arrangements will be clearer.
14.
Footpaths   
Proposals put forward by Alan Taylor and Paul Cocker in respect of FP11 (alongside Puddle Duck Cottage to Little Hoole) and FP22 (from Carr Lane) were discussed.   

It was agreed to spend £1265 resurfacing FP11 and Paul and Alan will organise this.
It was agreed to spend £1100 hiring a digger and driver and using volunteers to improve the surface of FP22 and make it 1.1m wide for 200m.  Further cost up to £3900 may be needed for stone etc and this will be discussed at the next meeting. 

15.
Items for next agenda

Future Clerk arrangements, Planting in the village, community kitchen garden, coronation subsidies, Remembrance day arrangements,  FP11 and FP22,  AGM arrangements,  Church request for £500.
16.
Date of next meeting


Monday 17th April 2023 at the Venue, Liverpool Old Road, Much Hoole
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